The Oz Film Manufacturing Company
had everything going for it...
Why did it fail?
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The company had everything going for it:
money, brand recognition, innovation. Why,
then, did it fail?

Hollywood Baum unveils the full history of

The Oz Film Manufacturing Company. This
documentary is directed and produced by Nate
Barlow, whose recent work includes directing

the award-winning short A Brief History of

Hollywood and co-producing the PBS documen- | i
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DIRECTOR's STATEMENT - NATE BARLOW

I have always been a fan of both L. Frank Baum and Hollywood history. While Baum will always
be remembered for his novel The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, few people realize he was also a
Hollywood trailblazer. It is one thing for his Oz Film Manufacturing Company’s movies to have
flopped. It is another for their place in cinema history to be overlooked. The company’s story
deserves to be told

Approximately 75% of American silent films are considered lost. Early studios considered their
work disposable, doubly so after the advent of talkies, and the majority of films were shot on ni-
trate, a stock so flammable it could spontaneously combust. Sadly, the majority of those silent films
that do survive today will someday be lost as the nitrate stock continues to decay. Most of these
films are so little known that preservationists cannot generate the interest or money to save them.

The work of The Oz Film Manufacturing Company, however? That’s a horse of a different color.
Oz is a true cultural touchstone, with both the book and the 1939 MGM classic based upon it
beloved the world over. What excites me about making this documentary is exploring an untold
tale of early Hollywood, when the film industry was an anything-goes Wild West of ambitious
e entrepreneurs breaking new ground everyday - a story all the more fascinating because it “takes
.’ place” in the Land of Oz.

o

-----



: '\:.: e
LR

-y -“

THE 0Z FILM COMP.

i >¢ PRESENTS L I8
 L.Frank Baums Wrimsicar FaryTace

Contact: Nate Barlow
323.744.1247
ozfilmco@gmail.com
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